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Sue Legg is Director Emeritus of the Office of Instructional Resources (OIR) at the 
University of Florida and the Research Director for the Partnership in Global Learning (PGL) 
in the Center for Latin American Studies at the University of Florida.  From 2001 –2004, she 
was the PGL Director.  She is currently the Technical Coordinator of the Aymara Online 
Project funded by Title Six from the U.S. Department of Education.  Dr. Legg directed OIR, 
now the Office of Academic Technology from 1995-2001 and was Associate Director from 
1982 – 1994.  In 1996, she established the Center for Instructional Technology and Training 
within OIR to support the development of online learning.  In 1999, she was appointed as the 
University Coordinator for Distance Education.  She was also responsible for many long-
term, state-wide assessment and evaluation contracts from the Florida Department of 
Education.  Dr. Legg specializes in research methods, measurement, and evaluation.  Her 
publications include journal articles and books related to reliability and validity issues in high 
stakes assessment, computerized adaptive testing, writing assessment, and critical thinking.  
She has received major grants for online learning projects from the Mellon Foundation and 
the Hewlett Foundation.  She completed her undergraduate degree in Political Science at the 
University of California, Berkeley where she also did one additional year of post graduate 
study.  She earned her Master’s and Ph.D at the University of Florida in Assessment, 
Evaluation, and Research Methods.   
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Dr. Howard Beck is a professor at the University of Florida.  His expertise is in computer 
science, with focus on database management and artificial intelligence, including 
computational linguistics. His home department is the Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering Department, and he works with several departments and colleges at the 
University of Florida in designing and developing databases for organizing knowledge and 
information within a variety of domains.  His research involves the use of description logics 
and ontologies as a basis for database management.  He has developed an ontology 
management system called Lyra based on these principles.  His work in the UF College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences has produced numerous digital libraries and decision support 
systems including EDIS, SPDN, DDIS, FAWN, the Southern Trees project, and several 
eLearning systems.  He has recently developed the OntoSim system, an environment for 
ontology-based simulation of physical and biological systems.  He is also an associate with 
the UF Center for Latin American Studies and has developed a linguistic database for 
supporting the Aymara language project.  Dr. Beck received a bachelor’s degree in both 
philosophy and electrical engineering, and a master’s degree in electrical engineering at the 
University of Illinois, and a Ph.D. in computer science at the University of Florida. 
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Dr. Susana Sepulveda is an Instructional Systems Coordinator at the Teaching Center of 
the University of Florida. Her current research work is related to the development and 
implementation of methodologies for the creation of learning objects for engineering 
education. Other responsibilities are related to state wide standardized testing for Florida. 
He work on rapid prototyping of learning objects recently received international 
recognition as an outstanding contribution to the Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
education.  She received a B.S. Degree in Civil Engineering and a Doctoral degree in 
Agricultural Engineering Degree from the University of Concepción, Chile. She has the 
distinction of being the first woman in her country to earn a doctoral degree in her 
professional field. 
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Dr. Fedro Zazueta is Director of the Office of Academic Technology and Professor. He 
has published over 600 technical articles related to in Education, Water Management and 
Information Technology.  He has received numerous professional awards, including 
Outstanding Specialist from the United States Department of Agriculture, Specialist of 
the Year from the National Association of Extension professionals, and the Davis Award 
from the Florida Tax Watch Foundation.  He is currently an ASABE Fellow, a founding 
member of the International Federation of IT in Agriculture, a founding member of 
ASABE’s Education Division, and Chair of the CIGR Section of Information and 
Communication Technology. He has been a consultant for World Bank, USAID and 
other public and private organizations in Latin America, Asia and Europe.  He obtained a 
B.S.  in Civil Engineering from ITESM, a M.S. Degree in Agronomy from ITESM and a 
Ph.D in Agricultural Engineering from Colorado State University. 
 
5.  Elizabeth Lowe, University of Florida, Center for Latin American Studies 
Elizabeth Lowe is Associate Director of the Center for Latin American Studies at the 
University of Florida and co-P.I. for the U.S. Department of Education Title VI grant 
program titled "Aymara on the Internet" (2004-2007).    She is also Director of the 
Partnership in Global Learning, a hemispheric e-learning consortium of universities and 
schools.  
 
6.Carlos Castro holds a MSc in Computer Science awarded 
by the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio) and  
presently is a Phd candidate at the same institution. His research  
areas of interest are: Information Integration, Ontology and Web  
Semantics. 



 
7. Cássia Blondet Baruque is an Associate Professor at 
UEZO and acts as Assistant-Information Technology 
Coordinator at FGV online. She holds a PhD in 
Computer Science awarded by PUC-Rio (2005).  
She also acts as a Research Associate at the Database Lab (TecBD) 
focusing on: learning objects digital libraries, data warehousing  
and data mining as well as instructional design.  
 
8. Lúcia Blondet Baruque is an Associate Professor at the 
Cecierj Foundation/CEDERJ. She holds a Ph.D. degree in 
Computer Science awarded by PUC-Rio (2004). She also  
acts as a Research Associate at the Database Lab (TecBD),  
focusing on: learning object models. instructional design methodologies  
and e-learning governance models.  
 
9. Rubens Nascimento Melo is a Senior Professor and 
Researcher in the field of Databases and e-Learning at 
PUC-Rio.  Professor Melo holds a Ph.D. degree 
in Computer Science (1976). Currently, he is an Associate 
Professor at the Computer Science Department and  
Director of the Database Lab (TecBD) of PUC-Rio.  
He has also  served as the Director of the Distance Education Center  
under the Vice-Rectory for Academic Affairs of PUC-Rio.  
 

10 José Guadalupe Escamilla de los Santos 

Dr. José Escamilla has been the Dean at the Graduate School of Education of the 
Tecnológico de Monterrey (ITESM), in Mexico since 2003. He is also the director of 
Innov@TE – Center for Innovation in Tecnhnology and Education since April 2007 . He 
received a PhD degree in Computer Science from the Institut National Polytechnique de 
Grenoble, in Grenoble, France in October 1993, and an M.Sc. degree in Computer 
Science from the same University in June 1989. 
From June 1997 to February 2003, he directed the Master's degree in Educational 
Technology in the Virtual University of the Tecnológico de Monterrey, in Monterrey, 
Mexico. He developed, with collaboration of the University of British Columbia, a joint 
degree in this area. He has worked as a consultant for companies, universities & 
government (IBM; World Bank; UNCTAD; Minister of Education of Saudi Arabia; 
Minister of Education of Argentina & 7 National Universities: Salta, Jujuy, Misiones, 
Nordeste, Formosa, Comahue & Patagonia Austral; University Ramón Llul in Spain; 
CONAFE; UASLP; UNIVERSIA; OEA and  INTEL). He is a member of AERA He has 
served as an evaluator for CONACYT (Mexican equivalent of the NSF) and CIEES 
(Committee for peer evaluation of degree programs). 
Has given seminars and conferences in the USA, Canada, Latin America, Middle East 
and Europe. Dr. Escamilla has published two books. 



11. Yolanda Heredia Escorza 
She made studies in Psychology with specialty in clinical Psychology in the Universidad 
Iberoamericana, a master degree in education in the Regiomontana University and PHD 
in Policies of Social Welfare ajoint digree in Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo León  
again Leon and University of Texas in Arlington. From August of 1982 to 1998 
performance positions like adviser of schools of special education, like technical director 
of an institution of K -12 and like teacher form elementary and junior hig school. 
From 1998 until now she have been proffesor in several Universities in Nuevo León  
From March of 2003 until now she coordinates the masters of Educative Technology of 
Graduated School in Education.  
 
 
 

 


